[bookmark: _GoBack]
A WOMAN ALONE 
By
Ayisha Audrain 

[Your/agent’s Company Name]














FADE IN:
Ext headlands — day
CATHERINE JOHNSON is walking slowly towards the camera 

CATHERINE v.O 

My name is CATHERINE JOHNSON and my grandfather was a very wealthy man with many enemies. He took me in when my parents died, and I absolutely adored him – he died under suspicious circumstances that still haunt me to this day.   
 
          A LAWYER stumbles towards CATHERINE. 
          His clothing is in disarray and 
          he seems to be completely flustered  
               

LAWYER
Miss Johnson! I am sorry to inform you that your grandfather LENARD JOHNSON has died. 
Catherine 
Are you sure? I thought that he was in excellent health. 
Lawyer 
I’m sorry Miss, it has been confirmed but, between you and me, the police suspect that there was an element of foul play involved.
(MORE)





DISSOLVE TO: Large Hall 
INT 
The main hall at the Johnson family house which is a large church – like structure.

             CATHERINE walks into the main hall 
             Of the Johnson family mansion, she 
             Looks troubled and exhausted.
 
Catherine 
My, my, my – what an awful business to get mixed up with.
THE MAID is a small plain woman – she has a nice, but unassuming appearance. She slowly walks towards CATHERINE in a manner that insinuates that she is trying to remain as invisible as possible. 
           Maid 
Um, Miss Johnson – there is a Sargent Henry Hornby who wishes to speak to you – he says that he has been called in right from London to investigate the place.
Police sergeant HENRY HORNBY is a tall and imposing figure. He is of an indeterminate age. He slowly walks into the room with an even pace and he slowly sits down in his chair and he settles into a hunched position.   
HENRY Hornby
Thank you. Now, Miss Johnson, were you, in any way aware of any enemies that your grandfather could’ve had.
              CATHERINE
No, my grandfather purposefully kept information like that from me in order to protect me - I remember him saying that if I was unaware of who his enemies were, I wouldn’t be a target.

             HORNBY 
Uh huh, could you please tell me what the relationship between you and your grandfather was like? 

         CATHERINE 
Most certainly! - my grandfather was my only family, as he only had one child and my father and mother both died when I was very young, and he took me in. 

       
          HORNBY 
Were you aware of any … wealth that you might inherit? Because your grandfather almost certainly didn’t have a natural death and money is one of the prime motives for murder.

          CATHERINE 
I’m not sure what you’re implying officer but the idea that I would willfully murder my own flesh and blood is completely ridiculous and, frankly I find it to be quite rude – my grandfather was very secretive about how much money he actually had , just in case one of his siblings tried to get hold of the family money.

          HORNBY 
Okay, now I have at the very least have a bit of understanding pertaining to how your grandfather could’ve died – this case is being officially classified as a homicide Miss Johnson, don’t make the mistake of thinking that you are not a suspect.

          CATHERINE 
I won’t officer.
INT. MAID SLOWLY WALKS UP TO CATHERINE.
      MAID 
Miss, I was charged with going through your grandfathers' personal affects, and I found this rather peculiar looking box which has your name on it.

        CATHERINE 
Thank you, I wonder where this came from?

        LENARD JOHNSON V.O 
Dear granddaughter – if you are reading this it is because I have died under suspicious circumstances, the maid who gave you the box is one of my most trusted associates but there are more pressing issues at hand, like how I probably died. As a young man, I started a small oil firm out in the Far East with a business partner of mine, and for the first few years we made a lot of money until one day I noticed that the money was going missing and I discovered that my partner was embezzling funds from the firm - I cut all ties with this man and he swore revenge , he went on to become a police officer in London is name was HENRY HORNBY. I must warn you, as I am a prominent public figure, he will be called in to investigate and he will try to implicate you. always know that I love you, love from grandpa.
CATHERINE gasps and drops the letter and recoils in shock, and she covers her mouth with her hand and she begins to shake her head.

            CATHERINE 
Is this true? It can’t be true – it just can’t be.


             MAID 
I’m afraid it is Miss - I was there when it happened and if it makes you feel any better, I was the one who caught him - I was the one who foiled his plan , but there was not enough evidence at the time to convict him. 
 INT. HORNBY slowly walks into the room and he has a smug and self – satisfied look on his face 
         HORNBY 
Well, well, well – the little shrew knows the truth, you do know that no – one will believe anything you say, no – one will believe that I was the one who murdered your grandfather. 
          
            MAID  
No, no – one will believe you because I know for a fact that Mr. Johnson has kept fastidious records of his business with you and I’m sure that the numbers won’t lie.
           HORNBY 
Are you forgetting that I am the police chief ? Anything that implicates me will be disregarded because those in the legal system fear my wrath – I have all of the judges in the district under my thumb so you don’t stand a chance!
    
           Footsteps can be heard from 
           Outside of the room and a young             policeman enters, he is shaking             with fear.
     

           POLICE OFFICER 1 
Put your hands up! Do it now!
CATHERINE looks at the MAID and she knows that CATHERINE has a plan , the MAID nods and Catherine puts up her hands.
           CATHERINE 
Before you arrest me officers, there is something you must know - I caught everything that was said on tape!
CATHERINE dramatically pulls out a tape recorder and she presses the play button.
          HORNBY V.O
  ... no – one will believe anything you say, no – one will believe that I was the one who murdered your grandfather.
            
           MAID
Catherine, how did you have that on you? More importantly why did you have that on your person? 

            CATHERINE 
Well, my grandfather always made me record everything that the people around me were saying just in case something like this ever happened and I guess that his caution paid off. 
           

 POLICE OFFICER 1 immediately starts towards HORNBY who breaks into a run, but the POLICE OFFICER manages to tackle him.
            HORNBY
No! Its fake – it must be a fake. 
          POLICE OFFICER 1 
Yeah, yeah tell that to the judge !
 The POLICE OFFICER gives CATHERINE and THE MAID a nod of acknowledgement as he hauls HORNBY away.       
                 THE END
FADE OUT  




